Fixed attenuators can do more than just decrease signal levels, they can also be used to reduce port VSWR.
If several 50 Ohm RF components are combined in series, the VSWR of each component adds together
resulting in much higher output port VSWR. Often is the case when cabling together components such as
power splitters, RF switches and directional couplers. A fixed attenuator added at the output port can lower
the VSWR to an acceptable level.

Example: Adding 2dB fixed attenuator to reduce output port VSWR
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VSWR Reduction by Fixed Attenuator Value
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